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that the terrible weight of family comes in.)	There is no
one here I can talk to as I can to you, especially when I feel
blue and down. What weight I have carried no one knows. The
worst of it is the terrible mental strain, the waste of energy
and time and opportunity it involves. But it is only temporary.
If I can keep my strength	**1S
A paper edition of Progress and Poverty was to be printed
and a preface had to be written. He wrote and rewrote it.
Finally discarding what he had done, he ended up with a
simple summary of the book. That summary was used in this
and all subsequent editions. Worry made it difficult to think
and write, and as late as March 14, he explained to Taylor, "I
know what is wanted—rest and freedom from anxiety. But that
is what I can't get. I see a great work ahead of me—it opens
larger and larger, but sometimes I fear that I can't hold out.
God knows that I try my best/'19
But at the end of December the sale of Progress and Poverty
began to pick up. Every copy of the previous editions and one
thousand of the cheap edition had gone and orders and in-
quiries were piling in on D. Appleton and Co. The German
notices were good. And the book was being discussed critically
at colleges in this country.
It was reported to the author that Leland Stanford had read
the book and had told James McClatchy that he had become
"a disciple of Henry George."20 However, so far as George was
able to determine, the report was false. But Michael Davitt,
the Irish nationalist, openly pledged the Land* League to push
Progress and Poverty in Great Britain. Of a sudden, its author
was attracting attention.
George received fifty dollars from Appleton $ Journal for an
article21 and orders for an encyclopedia article as well as one
for the North American Review,22 The money pressure was
lessening a little. By May 12, he was able to pay back the twenty
dollar loan from Taylor. He wrote to his friend in San Francisco:
You do not know and I cannot readily tell you how much this
little accommodation has been to me. It is not so much the want of
money as the mental effect it produces—the morbid condition. The
man who does not understand that, does not know how it is pos-
sible for people to commit suicide. This thing has weighed on me
very much. Could I have felt free and been relieved of the terrible
anxiety, I could have, in the same time, accomplished many times as

